Henry 1V, Part 1 begins where Richard Il (1595) leaves off — following
Henry’ s usurpation and Richard’ s death. Henry immediately faces rebellion
by supporters of Richard. In the climax of the play, arebel force led by the
Percy family of Northumberland that sought to join a group of Welsh rebels
Is engaged by the forces of Henry IV in the Battle of Shrewsbury (21 July
1403). Henry’ s men, led by Prince Hal his young son, win the battle,
although casualties are high on both sides. Ironically, the Percy family had
assisted Henry only three years before in deposing Richard. But when land
in Cumbriathat the Percys felt were their just reward was givento arival,
they were greatly offended and joined the uprising against Henry.

This British Library copy of the fifth quarto of Henry 1V, Part 1 is bound by
the British Museum Bindery in nineteenth-century red sheep.
“SHAKSPERE. HENRIE THE FOURTH. PT. 1. LONDON. 1613.” is
lettered in gold up the spine. The edges of the boards and the turn-ins are
gold tooled. “George Steevens’ iswritten on the title page, and the crest of
Roxburghe appears on the verso.

This quarto was once owned by George Steevens (1736—1800), was an
English Shakespeare editor who collaborated with Samuel Johnsonin
Issuing a complete edition of Shakespeare, The Works of Shakespeare with
the Corrections and Illustrations of Various Commentators (10 vols., 1773).
He owned roughly fifty quartos, and his sale (13 May 1800) was the first
large Shakespeare collection to appear at auction. The book was acquired by
John Ker, 3rd Duke of Roxburghe (1740-1804), Scottish noble and
bibliophile. Ker was a personal friend of George I11, who bestowed






