
shipwrecked on Pentapolis, where he wins in a jousting tournament and the 

hand of the king’s daughter Thaisa. Pericles is told that Antiochus and his 

daughter have been killed by a fire from heaven and he departs Pentapolis to 

return to Tyre. The ship encounters a great storm and Thaisa dies in 

childbirth. Her body is put in a chest and washes up in Epheseus, where she 

is revived. Thinking that his infant daughter Marina won’t survive, Pericles 

leaves her in Tarsus, where she is raised by the king and queen and becomes 

the object of jealousy. Before she can be killed, Marina is captured by pirates 

and sold into prostitution on Lesbos, where she cleverly retains her virtue. 

Pericles returns to Tarsus to find his daughter and is told she is dead. After 

several more adventures Pericles, now the king of Tyre, is reunited with 

daughter and wife; the play closes with Gower proclaiming the joys that 

result from living a virtuous life. 

 

This fourth quarto of Pericles was bound with the 1619 third quarto of 

Henry VI, Parts 2& 3 by the British Museum Bindery in a nineteenth-

century red sheep binding with gold tooling, which includes the crest of 

David Garrick on both the front and back boards. The spine is divided into 

six compartments. “SHAKESPEARE. | LANCASTER | AND YORKE.” is 

lettered up the spine in the second compartment; “PERICLES | PRINCE OF 

TYRE.” is in the third. “LONDON” is in gold at the foot of the spine. The 

whole volume has signatures A–Q4 R–2A4 2B2 (-2B2).

 

Now in the British Library, this quarto was previously owned by David 

Garrick (1717–1779), an English actor whose unaffected performance in the 

title role of Richard III in 1741 brought him renown. Garrick, both as an 

actor and theatrical manager, exerted a tremendous influence on stage 





trade. He began to collect early printed plays during the 1740s, at which time most collectors 

regarded stage scripts as popular works unfit for inclusion in serious libraries. Garrick, however, 

recognized their worth and, assisted by friends and knowledgeable advisors, built his collection 

in the interest of scholarship and the enrichment of subsequent generations. He bequeathed the 

collection to the British Museum upon his death in 1779. 
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